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THE RICH AND DIVERSE flora of Greece supports an invertebrate fauna 
which includes more than 200 species of butterflies. The intriguing 
combination of classical archaeology and wild natural beauty has made 
Greece a particularly attractive destination for natural scientists from western 
Europe for well over a century. A marked increase in scientific studies of the 
Grecian butterflies has occurred relatively recently, measured by the number 
of published articles on the fauna of the archipelago. Only nine articles were 
found published between 1960-69, compared with 59 during 1970-79 and 63 
in the period 1980-89. From 1990 to only mid-1995, already 35 more have 
appeared. It is pertinent to give special recognition to the work in recent 
years, of John G. Coutsis of Athens and Alain Olivier, Willy O. de Prins and 
D. Van der Poorten of Antwerpen, who, through dedicated field-work, 
careful analysis and sustained productivity, have contributed a remarkable 
30% of the articles in this bibliography. Much of the literature on Grecian 
butterflies is easily accessible, but about two-thirds occurs in European 
journals with limited circulation in the English-speaking world. A significant 
number of important articles are in German and French, and a few in 
Flemish or Greek. Because of the continuing economic situation, relatively 
few universities or government libraries in the United Kingdom hold such 
journals, and fewer still in the other English-speaking countries with major 
academic communities, such as Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South 
Africa and the U.S.A. Furthermore, several of these journals are either not 
listed by some of the major international abstracting services, or only 
erratically reported. These problems make it difficult to become acquainted 
with and gain access to some of the literature. 

This bibliography makes no claims to be comprehensive. It is based on 
scans of the listings of The Zoological Record, Entomological Abstracts and 
Biological Abstracts, and so should contain the majority of recent articles 
specific to Grecian butterflies. For brevity, I have excluded most major 
taxonomic treatments where Greece is just a minor part of a much wider 
range of genera or species. Space also precludes re-listing the primary 
sources (prior to 1975) of initial descriptions of species which occur in 
Greece. These can all be found in the bibliography of L.G. Higgins The 
Classification of European Butterflies published by Collins in 1975. Nor 
have I included the several selective or comprehensive texts and guides on 
European butterflies which include references to Greece, with the 
idiosyncratic exception of Higgins and Riley (1983), the field guide which, 
despite some shortcomings, has accompanied me to some fifty localities in 
Greece over the last twelve years. 
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To assist readers I have keyed references by genera; region, locality or 
island; time of year and a limited number of subjects, essentially based on 
title content. Many of the articles on Grecian butterflies are regional surveys 
and I have not keyed the many routine references to genera in these sources 
because of space limitations. Genera are keyed only when the title indicates 
that they are a focus of the publication. 


Key V 

By Genus: 

Agriades 57. 

Agrodiaetus 15, 16, 23, 28, 47, 52, 69. 
Anthocharis 35, 174. 

Apatura 50, 57. 

Araschnia 86. 

Aricia 22. 

Carterocephalus 59. 

Coenonympha 36. 

Colias 21, 140, 151. 

Cyaniris 26, 37. 

Danaus 179. 

Erebia 89, 136. 

Gegenes 58, 83. 

Gonepteryx 18. 

Hipparchia 49, 132, 153, 165. 
Kretania 108. 

Leptidea 111. 

Liminitis 87. 

Lycaena 119, 172. 

Maniola 42, 130, 131, 164, 167, 

169. 

Melanargia 43. 


Neptis 56. 

Nymphalis 46. 

Parnassius 138. 

Pieris ( Artogeia ) 29. 

Plebejus 20. 

Polyommatus 16. 

Pontia 171. 

Pseudochazara 3, 17, 24, 72, 88, 

141. 

Pseudophilotes 170. 

Pyrguslb, 121, 135, 142. 

Pyronia 71, 169. 

Satyrium 120, 173. 

Stiymonidia 38. 

Syntarucus 45. 

Thecla 38. 

Thersamonia 65. 

Thymelicus 139. 

Turanana 51, 172. 

Ultraaricia 48. 

Ypthima 137. 

Zeiynthia 53, 125, 182. 


By locality 


I. Islands 

Aegean Islands (general) 7, 78, 104, 
128, 145, 147, 152, 164, 176. 
Angistiri 42. 

Astipalea 126. 

Crete 13, 30, 58, 80, 83, 107, 108, 
112, 128, 144, 150, 154, 155, 156, 
175, 180, 182, 183. 

Dodecanese 148, 166. 

Eastern Aegean Islands 74, 98, 122, 
124, 128,129,131,167. 


Foumi 130. 

Ionian Islands 4, 73, 75, 179. 
Karpathos 128, 131, 134, 153 
Kassos 131. 

Kastelloriso 85, 105, 123. 
Kefalonia 73, 75. 

Kerkira (Corfu) 4, 179. 

Khios (Chios) 73, 74, 167. 
Kos 115. 

Limnos 90, 118. 
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Naxos 55. 

Northern Aegean Islands 15, 41,90, 
102, 103. 110, 113, 118. 

Paros 44. 

Patinos 122. 

Rodos 5, 8, 128, 137, 143, 177. 
Samos 2, 8, 74, 120, 125, 158, 173. 
Samothraki 90. 

II. Mainland 
Attica 20, 160. 

Central Greece 14, 62, 65, 77, 128. 
Delphi 181, 186. 

Macedonia 157. 

Khelmos (Chelmos) Massif 70, 106. 
N.E. Greece 57, 141. 


Santorini 54, 55. 

Sifnos 40, 44. 

Simi 98, 124. 

Siros 55. 

Skyros 34. Thassos 41, 90, 110, 113. 
Tilos 127. 

Zakynthos 74. 


N. Greece 57, 62, 63,89, 170. 
Peloponnesos 25, 28, 69, 70, 71, 76, 
106, 138, 170, 186. 

S. Greece 82, 159, 170. 

Taygetos 22. 


By topic 

Catalogues 117. 

Ecology 85, 92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 100, 106, 128, 132, 172. 
Ethology 85. 

Foodplants 26, 45, 171, 173. 

Genitalia 49, 53. 

Life history stages 26, 72, 169, 170, 171. 

Phenology 128, 132. 

Populations 131. 

Sexual abberations 37, 130, 133. 

Taxonomy & Systematics 85, 103, 120, 125, 128, 131, 142. 
Zoogeography 92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 104, 128, 159, 170, 172, 174. 


By season 

Spring 1,9, 34, 40,44, 115, 134, 181. 
Summer 178. 

Autumn 75, 110, 178. 


By month 

April 11. 

May 60, 61, 66, 186. 

June 12, 13, 14, 63, 66, 80, 82, 137, 186. 
July 63,64, 159, 187. 

August 54, 64, 160. 
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